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The weaknesses of representative democracy, the recurring problems in the process of
political representation, and the partial failure of government accountability led to an
increasing discontent of citizens towards political institutions and politicians. The latter
have gradually abandoned the traditional modes of involvement (electoral turnout,
party membership). One of the solutions to address this ‘democratic malaise’ has been
the adoption of different democratic innovations (especially in the form of direct
democracy and dialogue-oriented procedures) aiming to foster the effective inclusion of
citizens in political decision-making. Over the last three decades democratic innovations
gained momentum throughout the world both in terms of rules and use. In spite of these
developments, there are very few university courses discussing the functioning and
consequences of democratic innovations.

The summer school on democratic innovations addresses this problem and seeks to
provide students with a fuller understanding of democratic innovations. The courses
will discuss in detail their effects on communities, structures, systems, policies and
citizens’ participation. The summer school aims to identify and assess the benefits,
disadvantages, functioning and challenges of democratic innovations in contemporary
representative democracies. To achieve these objectives, the summer school will
combine a broad array of theoretical approaches (made available to students in the
reading package of every course) with methodological and empirical perspectives in
every course (i.e. a hands-on approach). The sessions are divided in five days of teaching
that alternate between the three major types of innovations: direct democracy, dialogue-
oriented, and mixed. Students will be encouraged to actively participate in a series of
applied exercises that will reveal the complexities of democratic innovations. The
lecturers are experienced researchers in the fields of political representation and
democratic innovations and all course of the summer school follow a student-centred
approach.

We invite applications from advanced Master students and PhD students from all across
Europe and the world. Applicants should send a letter of motivation and their CV to
min.reuchamps@uclouvain.be no later than 1 April 2017 and ideally before as
applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis. Successful applicants will have to make
their own travel arrangements. Thanks to the support of the ECPR and the Standing Group
Democratic Innovations as well as the organizing universities and partners, the
registration fee only amounts to 50 euros and covers accommodation, meals, coffee breaks,
and all teaching activities in Brussels from Monday (21 August) till Friday (25 August).
Participants will be given the opportunity to present their own project/research via a
poster and to discuss lecturers’ on-going research during the final workshop. The summer
school intends to be a place of intense interactions and joyful discussions about democratic
innovations.




Tentative programme:

All activities will be held at the Université Saint-Louis - Brussels, in the city centre of

Brussels, unless otherwise notified.

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5
Mon. 21/8 Tue.22/8 Wed. 23/8 Thu. 24/8 Fri. 25/8
Arrivals atthe | 9:30-12:30 9:30-12:30 9:30-12:30 9:30-12:30
Youth Hostel Democratic Democratic Democratic Workshop of
Jacques Brel innovations innovations innovations in | presentations
and direct and the European and discussions
democracy, by | deliberative Union, by of papers on
Brigitte Geifsel | mini-publics, Florence democratic
by Didier Delmotte, Denis | innovations
Caluwaerts Duez and Marie
Dufrasne
12:30-14:00 12:30-14:00 12:30-14:00 12:30-14:00 12:30-14:00
Registration Lunch Lunch Lunch Concluding
and lunch lunch
14:00-17:00 14:00-17:00 14:00-17:00 14:00-17:00 Check-out
Setting the Tools for Deliberative Visit and
stage, by Sergiu | democratic mini-publics in | activities at
Gherghina innovations in | practice, by Parlemen-
direct Vincent Jacquet | tarium of the
democracy, by | and Christoph | European
Jonathan Rinne | Niessen Parliament
17:00-19:00 17:00-19:00 17:00-19:00 17:00-19:00 Departures
Welcome Free time in Festival of Farewell
reception Brussels democratic reception
innovations
19:00 19:00 19:00 19:00 Home sweet

Dinner at Youth
Hostel Jacques
Brel

Dinner at Youth
Hostel Jacques
Brel

Dinner at Youth
Hostel Jacques
Brel

Dinner at Youth
Hostel Jacques
Brel

home

Locations:

Université Saint-Louis - Brussels: Room 3300, in the building, 119 rue du Marais, 1000

Brussels

Youth Hostel Jacques Brel: Rue de la Sablonniere 30, 1000 Brussels




Local organizing committee:

Marie Dufrasne, Université Saint-Louis - Brussels
Vincent Jacquet, Université catholique de Louvain
Christoph Niessen, Central European University and Université catholique de Louvain
Min Reuchamps, Université catholique de Louvain

Scientific committee:

Didier Caluwaerts, Vrije Universiteit Brussel

Florence Delmotte, Université Saint-Louis - Brussels

Denis Duez, Université Saint-Louis — Brussels

Brigitte Geif3el, Goethe-Universitat Frankfurt

Sergiu Gerghina, University of Glasgow and Goethe-Universitat Frankfurt
Min Reuchamps, Université catholique de Louvain

This Summer school “Democratic innovations in Europe and in the European Union” is
an initiative of the ECPR Standing Group on Democratic Innovations and jointly
organized by the Université Saint-Louis - Brussels & Université catholique de Louvain,
with the support of the Fonds de la Recherche Scientifique-FNRS and the French-
speaking Belgian Political Science Association (ABSP)




