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Letter from SG Steering Committee

Greetings to all our colleagues as the Fall semester has just started! As our Standing
Group (SG) grows, we thank you for your contribution and encourage your
continued interest and recruitment of scholars researching international higher
education, research and innovation policies.

The 2021 ECPR General Conference had its second virtual edition during the 30th of
August and 3rd September 2021, but we are all looking forward for next year’s
presential gathering!

As usual, we held our annual SG meeting during the 2021 ECPR General Conference
for discussing several issues, including membership, the recent SG activities (later in
the newsletter), the next ECPR General Conference Section, which will hopefully take
place in Innsbruck at late August), the Excellent Paper Award, among others! We
take this opportunity to congratulate Alexander Mitterle, researcher from the Center
for School and Educational Research and the Institute for Sociology at the Martin-
Luther-University Halle-Wittenberg (Germany), for winning the 2020 Award of
Excellent Paper (later in the newsletter).

As with all initiatives, we welcome your input for enhancing the resources and
services that the SG can provide to our members. We hope you enjoy reading this
newsletter.

Martina Vukasovic, Mitchell Young, Inga Ulnicane, Jens Jungblut & Sara Diogo

SG Activities

Invitation to contribute to Europe of Knowledge blog

One of the main communication platforms for our Standing Group is our Europe of
Knowledge blog https://era.ideasoneurope.ecu/. Over eight years, we have
published more than 120 blog post about our cutting-edge publications, exciting
events, and innovative projects. Writing a blog post is a great way to share your ideas
with a broad range of academics, policy-makers, and stakeholders. We share all blog
posts widely on our social media, include them in our newsletfter, and re-post on our
Standing Group website. Many thanks to all who have contributed! We hope that
you will contribute again and that others will also join the conversation.

To reach a broader audience, we publish our blog on Ideas on Europe blog platform,
which is run by the Academic association for contemporary European studies UACES.
[it continues in the next page]

https://standinggaroups.ecpr.eu/ecprknowledgepolitics/
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Recently the UACES updated the site policy for the blog platform. The updated policy can be seen here
https://ideasoneurope.eu/site-policy/ Most important change for us is that all posts published on the Ideas on Europe
platform now have to be approved by the moderators. Our experience during the first months of the new policy has
been that this is a smooth process and all our recent posts have been approved and published quickly.

If you have any ideas, questions or suggestions related to our Europe of Knowledge blog, please contact me
ingaulnicane@gmail.com | look forward to hearing from you. Let’'s continue our conversations!

Inga Ulnicane

Knowledge Politics and Policies SG - Section at the ECPR 2021

Our Section on Knowledge Politics and Policies for this year’s virtual conference [30 August — 3 September] included
8 great panels on topics ranging from politics of research policy, higher education and China'’s rise to the politics of
privatization of higher education, artificial inteligence and science-policy interfaces.

You can find a short description of each of these panels on the ECPR website or at the Europe of Knowledge blog.
You might want to take this opportunity to renew your membership in the Knowledge Politics and Policies Standing
Group (note that you have to be logged in with your MyECPR account to be able to renew membership) and you
have to do it until the end of September.

Award of the 2020 Excellent Paper from an Emerging Scholar to
Alexander Mitterle

At the virtual ECPR SG meeting we also presented the winner of the Standing Group Award for Excellent Paper from
an Emerging Scholar. The jury — Emanuela Reale, Luis Sanz-Menendez and Bjgrn Stensaker — have selected his paper
fitled Time, the University, and Stratification: The Historical Making of Institutional Time as a Strategic Resource as the
best one in this year's rather strong competition. They have justified their decision as follows:

This is a very interesting and original investigation of time as strategic resource for enabling organizational stratification
among and between higher education institutions. From a historical perspective, it offers new insights into routines and
administrative regulations, the relationship between timing of innovations and universities strategic positioning in a
global and increasing stratified environment. The paper is clear and well-written, with a consistently developed
argument, and the discussion has both depth and scope. The study provides a significant confribution to the field.

Alexander Mitterle is research associate at the Center for School
and Educational Research and the Institute for Sociology at the Martin-Luther-
University Halle-Wittenberg. His research explores the way in which
(institutional) stratification unfolds in higher education in light of declining state
regulation. This includes the historical formation of distinct organizational
arrangements and their vertical effects, the interaction of sizing devices, the
borderlands of admissions, intensifications of time and the idiosyncrasies of
disciplines. He is currently working on a research project on the academization
of work funded by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF). His
most recent paper (together with Manfred Stock) “higher education
expansion in Germany: between civil rights, state-organized entitlement
system and academization” will be published in the next weeks in the
European Journal of Higher Education (https://www.zsb.uni-
halle.de/personen/mitterle/2lang=en).

The Steering Committee of our Standing Group and the Jury would like to
congratulate Alexander on this significant achievement!

Alexander Mitterle, winner of the
Standing Group Award for Excellent
Paper from an Emerging Scholar.

https://standinagaroups.ecpr.eu/ecprknowledgepolitics/
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Recent Publications
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The Europe of Knowledge Blog at Glance

The Europe of Knowledge Blog is the official blog of the ECPR Politics of Higher Education, Research and Innovation
Standing Group. The aim of this blog is to communicate our research findings to the wider international, academic and
policy communities. The blog publishes up to 1000 word posts (with links, references and photos) on recent publications,
events and policy in the fields of higher education, research and innovation in Europe and beyond. It is a great way to
communicate your research to a broader audience of academics and policy-makers. Please consider confributing to
the blog. If you have any ideas for contributing entries, contact Inga Ulnicane: ingaulnicane@gmail.com
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The Europe of Knowledge Blog at Glance
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Calls for Events, Conferences, Projects & more....

Two Projects on international student mobility

Miguel Antonio Lim, University of Manchester, Principal Investigator of the EU SHARE (EU Support to HE in the ASEAN
Region) Project: Graduate Employability in ASEAN - the Contribution of Student Mobility: The main purpose of this study
is to examine the perceptions of students, employers, and labour market representatives on the conftributions of intra-
ASEAN higher education student mobility to graduates’ employability. The qualitative analysis will focus on stakeholders
from four Member States (Vietnam, the Philippines, Thailand, and Malaysia) and three sectors (Engineering and
Technology; Tourism and Hospitality; and Management and Business). It is projected to provide a preliminary
understanding of infra-regional mobility on graduates’ career enhancement, serving as a basis for future analyses
covering a wider geographical and sectoral scope in the ASEAN region. More info at: hitps://www.share-
asean.eu/news/call-applications-research-team-design-and-drafting-%E2%80%9C graduate-employability-asean-
%E2%80%93

Miguel Antonio Lim, University of Manchester, Co-Investigator (Secondary Proposer) on the EU COST (European
Cooperation in Science and Technology) project: European Network on International Student Mobility: Connecting
Research and Practice. Principal Investigator is Christof van Mol, Tilburg University: The Action brings together
established researchers, early-career investigators (ECls) and PhD students from different scientific disciplines, countries,
and research communities as well as stakeholders from international offices, international student and study abroad
organizations, and different policy levels. The Action will offer comparative and practical insights into ISM dynamics by
bringing fragmented knowledge together, with the main aim of generating new interdisciplinary and innovative
empirical perspectives on the phenomenon and translating these into tangible recommendations for stakeholders.
More info at: htips://www.cost.eu/cost-action/european-network-on-international-student-mobility-connecting-
research-and-practice/#tabs+Name:Description

Call for Papers:

SJPA - Scandinavian Journal of Public Administration - Special issue Proposal “What has changed and what
remains? Institutional shifts in Nordic Higher Education in the 2000s”. Deadline for submission to special issue: April Tsf,
2022. More info at: [hitps://ojs.ub.gu.se/index.php/sjpa/announcement].

EGOS 2022 - 38th EGOS Colloquim. “Organizing: The Beauty of Imperfection”. WU Vienna, Austria. July 7-9, 2002.
Deadline: January 11, 2022. More info at: [https://www.egos.org/2022_Vienna/General-Theme]. For queries contact
frack coordinator: romulo.m.pinheiro@uia.no

4t International Conference on Gender Research (ICGR 2022), University of Aveiro, Portugal. 28-29 April 2022. More info
at: [hitps://www.academic-conferences.org/conferences/icgr/].

ECPR 2022 - European Consortium for Political Research, University of Innsbruck, Austria. 22-26 August 2022. More info
at: [hitps://ecpr.eu/Events/EventTypeDetails.aspx2EventTypelD=2].

About the SG Newsletter

Our newsletter is usually published three times annually, and includes summaries of recent events, upcoming events,
announcements, calls for papers, a list of recent publications from SG members, and more! This has been a special
year in many ways, and also for our SG Newsletter, being published for the first time this year.

The Standing Group on Knowledge Politics and Policies, (European Consortium for Political Research) Standing Group
was established in February 2016. We seek to bring together scholars whose work relates to the deeply interconnected
fields of higher education, research, and innovation to encourage debates and research on the politics and policies
in these areas. We aim to generate comparative insights on all aspects of scholarly research—methodologies,
theories, data collection, processing and analysis— into the dynamics and complexities of knowledge policymaking
around the world. For more information about the SG and its activities visit our website:
https://standinggroups.ecpr.eu/ecprknowledgepolitics/
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