CONSTITUTION
NAME
1. There is hereby formally established the Graduate Student Network of the European
Consortium for Political Research (GSN).

GENERAL OBJECTIVES
2. The general purposes of the network shall be to promote the development of political
science in Europe, in particular by fostering collaboration between universities and other
European institutions active in political research at the graduate and postdoctoral level, by
increasing the contacts between them and their knowledge of each other’s research, by
making it easier for them to engage in co-operative advanced research, training and
research-led teaching.
In particular, this network is aimed at graduate students as well as post-doctorates. Its aim is
to facilitate graduate and post-doctoral academic and research activity and networking. It
provides a framework for interaction and joint initiatives of junior researchers in social
sciences with the following:


An online members' database which allows network members to contact and be
contacted by colleagues with related research interests;



Dedicated web-pages;



An electronic newsletter regularly distributed to the network members;



Thematic research workshops



Lobbying for an increased graduate participation at ECPR main events such as the
General Conference and the Joint Sessions



Graduate development panels and events at the ECPR General Conference; and



An ECPR Graduate Student Conference each two years

MEMBERSHIP
3. Any researcher of any university or college or institute or any comparable scholarly
institution in Europe engaged in the world engaged in teaching, training and research in
political science may apply for membership of the Network, provided that they are either a

graduate student or have received their PhD within the past three years. Once admitted,
such a person shall be known as a member of the Graduate Student Network until they
resign, their membership is withdrawn, or they cease to be eligible. Membership should not
incur additional fees.

CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE
4. (a)
The Co-ordinating Committee shall consist of a minimum six junior researchers. It is
the duty of the co-ordinating committee to organise online elections at, or shortly after each
graduate conference (along with Central Services). Those elected must, at the time of their
election, belong to a full ECPR member institution and meet the criteria for ordinary
membership. Members of the Co-ordinating Committee shall be elected for a term of two
years. The next elections will be organised in 2015.
(b)
Members of the Co-ordinating Committee shall serve on the committee for a
maximum of two terms, once renewable.
(c)
A member of the Co-ordinating Committee who ceases to be attached to a member
institution of the ECPR or who ceases to meet the criteria for ordinary membership shall
cease to belong to the Committee as soon as their position is filled at the next available
election.
(d)
Where no one has been elected for this purpose, the Co-ordinating Committee shall
have the right of co-option.
The person filling the vacancy in either way shall hold his or her seat until the next election of
members of the Co-ordinating Committee.
(e)
Any vacancies that occur on the Co-ordinating Committee in the three months prior
to an election shall remain unfilled until that election.
(f)
The Co-ordinating Committee organise a Committee meeting once a year. In addition,
working groups of maximum 3 persons may be set up to deal with any special issue which
may occur. The proposal of the working group is adopted by majority.
(g)

Special meetings shall be convened upon the request of a majority of the Committee.

VOTING
5. (a)
This Constitution may be amended by a unanimity of the members of the Coordinating Committee, provided that the changes are accepted by the ECPR Executive
Committee.
(b)
No proposal for amendment of the Constitution will be considered unless at least
two months’ notice has been given to all members and the meeting at which it is to be
considered shall have been properly convened.
(c)
The Co-ordinating Committee deals also with non-constitutional issues. In this
respect, decisions will be taken by majority.

