Call for papers
ECPR General Conference, University of Wrocław, 4-7 September 2019
Panel title: Elections in Southern Europe – Still Democratic? Turkey in Comparative
Perspective

Panel description: In the post-crisis period, we can observe a process called democracy decline,
democratic backsliding or de-democratization in many countries, including South European
states. It generally means the problems with keeping the principles of the liberal model of
democracy. The aim of the proposed panel is to focus on one of the most important democratic
institutions, i.e. elections (national - parliamentary and presidential as well as local) and
investigate if they are currently also part of the aforementioned phenomenon, in other words –
if there can be some doubt about the democratic characteristics of elections nowadays. The key
questions to be posed are as follows: Can we call the current elections fair and competitive? Do
all participants have an equal chance to compete in elections? How common are the electoral
malpractices at different stages of the electoral process? How diverse are these practices? What
is the impact of the electoral malpractices on the political regime?
The main case will be Turkey as it is one of the “hardest” cases to indicate the democratic
deficits of elections – with a particular focus on the last elections (presidential and
parliamentary in June 2018 as well as local – in March 2019). However, the panel is also aimed
at finding out if we can find similar cases in the states of Southern Europe, holding elections in
recent years.
If accepted, the panel will be organised within the ECPR Standing Group on Southern European
Politics (SG SEP). Paper proposals are welcomed from young as well as experienced scholars
dealing with theoretical and empirical aspects of the aforementioned topics. Single case studies
and comparative analyses are equally acceptable.

If you are interested in participating in the panel, please, send a paper proposal including the
title and short abstract (up to 250 words) to Prof. Adam Szymanski, ar.szymanski@uw.edu.pl
by 10 February 2019. You will have been notified by 12 February 2019 whether your proposal
has been accepted to the panel. The panel proposal will be then submitted in the ECPR website
(the deadline for submitting the panel proposals is 18 February 2019).

